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archdukes were brought to a close, as King James was
most desirous at that epoch to keep on good terms with
his Catholic Majesty. The States were so urgent, how-
ever, to bring at least this matter to a termination, and
the English so anxious lest France should gain still
greater influence than she now enjoyed in the provinces,
that they at last gave way. It was further stipulated in
the convention that the debt of the States to England,
then amounting to 818,408Z, sterling, should be settled
by annual payments of 60,000?.; to begin with the
expected peace.47

Besides this debt to the English Government, the
States-General owed nine millions of florins (900,OOOL),
and the separate provinces altogether eighteen millions
(1,800,OOOZ.) In short, there would be a deficiency of
at least three hundred thousand florins48 a month if the
war went on, although every imaginable device had
already been employed for increasing the revenue from
taxation. It must be admitted, therefore, that the
Baraeveld party were not to be severely censured, for
their desire to bring about an honourable peace.

That Jeannin was well aware of the disposition prevail-
ing throughout a great part of the commonwealth is
certain. It is equally certain that he represented to his
sovereign, while at Paris, that the demand upon his ex-
chequer by the States, in case of the resumption of hos-
tilities, would be more considerable than ever. Immense
was the pressure put upon Henry by the Spanish court,
during the summer, to induce him to abandon his allies.
Very complicated were the nets thrown out to entangle
the wary old politician in "the grey jacket and with
the heart of gold," as he was fond of designating himself,
into an alliance with Philip and the archdukes.

Don Pedro de Toledo, at the head of a magnificent
embassy, arrived in Paris with projects of arranging
single, double, or triple marriages between the respec-
tive nurseries of France and Spain. The Infanta might
marry with a French prince, and have all the Nether-
lands for her dower, so soon as the childless archdukes
should have departed this life. Or an Infante might
espouse a daughter of France with the same heritage
assigned to the young couple.
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